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TVR AT LE MANS 2003

TVR, Britain’s largest independent car maker, is entering two racing
versions of its awesome 215mph T400R cars into the 24 hour race at Le Mans
on June 14™ and 15", marking the company’s first return to the “world’s
greatest motor race” since 1962.

TVR has joined forces with De Walt Race Sport of Salisbury to compete at Le
Mans in a British designed and built car from a British owned manufacturer,
run by a British team and driven by British drivers.

So, in keeping with the nature of the bid, TVR’s campaign for Le Mans 2003
o was launched last month on the flight deck of the Royal Navy aircraft carrier
T HMS- Inv1nc1ble

Run by te prmc1pal and\lead driver Richard Stanton, the squad is

S compose engmeer RaEg Sports Salisbury, Chamberlam Engineering
-and from the TV% “We ‘eould have taken a foreign car, but we
- ,,,wanted /to_prove that a Britishe manuf cturer can take on the majors,” said
- Richard.—I"have wanted to 'ake a TVR to Le Mans- for long time now.
There’s also some national pr %t staké Weﬁant to sh that a ‘proper’

C—'-'—'*"—'fi‘—“i—"f""'?"—":—"—--—--Briﬂsh f 4, built and powgred by BJ']U engmeer nd technology -
1t out-foreign help y

Can
e s ast-wedk; as the cifs left hié Blac poo ctory;\ eter Wheeler, Chairman
- /g})\}'fh/mk lfa\ P/ Wheel

— of TVR, said: “ As therace weekend gets closer, the. whole firm has been

ee

%

gettlng" mO}fe and more nervous. | know that eV ryone has\& their bes‘. into
it - we’lt-now just have to see how it all works ut.” \
N

Ben Samue(son,; Head of Motorsport at TVR aid ‘The season has\already g"‘ t
off to an extremely good start! We took thel first car to\the 11
Ame&ncan Le Mans race at Sebring in March and lt ran virtually fau tles
straight out of the box. It even finis d ix j '

achiev ment as the Florida circuit is f :[

ribeing a car- :
British Empir ‘
inaged since Asto Ma

let|down all ou supp rte

then.m naged first, second and th1rd
S!l@/ers one last month which has not b

it I~1956. We’re now just hoping that
_especially the thousand TVRs which w
Northern, Erance for the race this weekgn

r i




PRESS INFORMATION

THE CAR

The car itself is an engineering marvel, closely based on the flagship Tuscan
400R model. TVRs have always been fast, as spectacular to drive as they are
to look at. With the T400R, those traditional strengths have been taken to
an altogether higher level. Its stunning bodywork is all carbon fibre; its
massively strong chassis uses aluminium honeycomb to greatly improve its
stiffness, and its hugely powerful engine is connected to TVR’s own six
speed sequential gearbox. It is TVR’s technological tour de force, a 215 mph
showcase for TVR’s abilities.

The heart of the T400R is TVR’s own Speed Six engine. Seen in both Cerbera
and Tuscan models and in production since 1996, it develops a healthy 400
==php-out_of its four litres without recourse to turbocharging. 60 mph comes
up in less than 4 seconds but it is from there to its top speed of 215 mph
that the Tusecan 400R roa‘d nar really leaves the competition standing.
— Designed from the grbund up\ ith the aid of sophisticated CAD/CAM
—~—— _softwarey the rlg:jt@ of the steeﬁkghassw is added to significantly by the
race ty e rollcag and the se*of alyminium honeycomb and carbon fibre

roadgo1 g TVR is to-have-adjustable dampers
le tﬁ fine-tune tﬁf suspension set up of their

e.Brakes are owerful ventilated discs all round

with j ggllr rs at “the front with a high_ perfopmance option of
even 1g e@nﬁ: an\ :&-"’Qp]Stp) calli pe‘rsx\for even be,tter stopping ablllty
e _':"'_i_;'—-?'f'—"m 777777 / P - \ - h -

You can ec;ount the iumber of road cars that have. had_all- carbon\flbre
bodyw@k on the fingers of one hand - McLareh F1, Ferrari F40 and n \TVR
his

T400R. More normally found in the aerospace or Motorspor\ i dustrl B
material is {xpenswe but is extraordinarily hght nd strong.

J \
Aer dynam1cs have played an increasingly Slg i cant role in ‘h

its coﬁpe shape owes most of its -Z
aeroc[ynami”msts A phenomenally low d e_ﬁ ient of 0.32 |3
of{ all }h1s attention to detail and its virtuz S
reardiffuser work together to give it unparalle e hijgh speed st

The mtenor of the T400R reflects it§ sen:
minimalist® tyle pervading the interor.
aluminium st ucture of the car is h}éhly
the cabin a util itarian but extremely high
A—— car are unique.to_the model and / re ma

“trimmed from the h?jghest quality/Scottish
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DE WALT RACE SPORTS SALISBURY
DRIVER PROFILE
RICHARD STANTON

D.O.B. 08/03/62
Home Town Salisbury, Wiltshire
Occupation Runs a construction business

Racing debut 1999 TVR Tuscan Challenge Series

N R
R

Racihg-career 2000 TVR Tuscan Challenge
.y

“Q’“\‘%E}prth place overall

—~—— / - h GT Championship racing a TVR T400R

i S JOOR s

ST ?7:7,, e T o ‘ 1 |
, 200280 GT Champlonship acig  Horgar
IZ‘,EL?_':_:—;C:R ‘:__Wii&ff—;;::i;:-‘;;-:—':m:._—.,‘-_ kO‘L\:}Q\gp,;’“Aer 8 and a rSChé,.91 1 /

= : X{;
<~\ 2002 Le Mans 24\??3%\{5 in ?Mg;r\‘g n Aero 8 \
enge ik
. ‘_

-/ 2003 Sebring 11}4gou race in a TVR T4Q0R. \ \

ternati Qal

2003 TVR Tuscan Chall

f_"-\‘.

6" in class out

2003 Le Mans
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DE WALT RACE SPORTS SALISBURY

DRIVER PROFILE
RICHARD HAY
D.O.B. 18/08/64
Home Town Droitwich, Worcestershire
Occupation Managing Director, Hay Fisher Film & Broadcast
Racing debut 1997 Caterham Scholarship
Won seven out of the eight races.
A ——— Racmg career 1999 Caterham Superlight Championship
T———___memy_ Third overall

i e O I*'a.
J:Tuschh{enge 1
200§ sebring 12 ﬁnur acein-a-lVR T400R.

yn class outof 25“§t;”férs e
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DE WALT RACE SPORTS SALISBURY

DRIVER PROFILE
ROB BARFF
D.0.B. 16/11/74
Home Town Brackley, Northamptonshire
Occupation Senior Racing Driving Instructor, Silverstone
Racing debut 1993 Formula Vauxhall Junior
——— Won first race

*“%1 93 & 4 Formula Ford
—Mch g_._en Autosport Young Driver Nominee

éx:'hams
' u%B tish gChampmnshlp
: ﬂ

Ce tera %-:-d St
200];«- 1.&@' Champ onship—~
T400R

"’2001 Suzuka 1000Kk

/
( T
-/ 2002 British GT =iiw;lr(]p onship
TVR Cerbera Speed 17

- 3" overall

(—-f‘\ - TVR Cerbera S

2003 Daytonal
3in GTS 4

2003 Sebrin our| ra
6 in cl? out ¢ St
2003 L?/ ans 24 ha
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DE WALT RACE SPORTS SALISBURY

DRIVER PROFILE
TIM SUGDEN
D.O.B. 26/4/64
Home Town Leeds
Occupation Racing Driver
Racing debut 1977 100cc Junior Britain Karting
e S Rolled (')

Racing career .~ “wpre 1990 Karting

—Br "\ Champion & Captain British Team
““c\\ \990 5 BP sh Touring Car Championship - BMW
e —— form Renault

in Champi sh1p

B e e e \f /7% 19 9i | FO mula3 0
) S A {p\ &a\é’ }’“ljy Bnt1sh\‘Charh]:f orj'f ) ’

- | ™
1998 British G:(}%é p1on N o ™ "

Second overall |

—~ 2000 & 2001 FIA
‘ Porsche 911 GT|

2002 British GI
Second in class

2003 FIA NG

2003 Le}
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DE WALT RACE SPORTS SALISBURY

DRIVER PROFILE
MICHAEL CAINE
D.O.B. 13/8/69
Home Town Cambridge
Occupation Sales Manager, Castle TVR
Racing debut 1995 Road Sports Championship
e B Registered VW Scirocco
i SO %QChamplon

o N
) am K Series

Tuscan Ch{tenge }
verall DA :

Icfer;tfcal poin but pippe by number of race

- i/s by lan McKellar Jir L e LY
. \
J 2000 TVR Tuscan Challenge crﬁ\p n \
Ty 2001 British GT C)wam ionship
N TVR Cerbera Speed 12
\ Third overall [/
. 2002 British GT
Yy TVR Cerbera Sp
i Nl Third overall |
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DE WALT RACE SPORTS SALISBURY
DRIVER PROFILE

MIKE JORDAN
D.0.B: 17/02/58
Home Town Sutton Coldfield
Occupation Runs a race team called Team Eurotech
Racing career 1987 & 1991 Porsche Cup Champion
T — — . 1992 Group N Saloon Car Championship

nner up

. 2000.TVR Ty can\Chal enge——
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NOTES TO EDITORS

The Le Mans race is the most famous motor race in the world, part of the
triple crown of motorsport alongside the Monaco Grand Prix and the Indy
500. It has been held every year (other than during the war) over 24 hours
on public roads since 1923. It attracts 250,000 spectators with up to half of
them crossing the Channel to get there.

Manufacturers have always chosen to test the durability and pace of their
cars at Le Mans. Nowadays, huge international conglomerates such as
Volkswagen and General Motors enter teams to promote brands such as
Audi, Bentley and Chevrolet.
T ~“There-are five different categories racing at this year’s event with the top
three LMP "Protofype!’\chsses being for cars that aren’t far off being
Formula One €ars with_ cCNered wheels and headlights. The two Grand
Touring catégories are/for cars th are much closer to cars that you will see
- ——_on the rodd but which are ot ab \to bid for outright victory. In LM GT, the
'__0 TVR s are com eting agaipst’ fo r\F\rrans eight Porsches and the BMW-

| 71_}995 ';'\he sl@htly m%}owerful T440R

%
\'u
zf//:'n
o
o
o
_f"‘

r‘;,'/“"‘ .

,e’pﬁf\ﬁ:}a‘l partne/ of the te&nf haba/power tools product line
which consists of over “200 electric power tools and\over 800 acce5\§ones
including: drills and hammer drills; screwdrivers; cireular chop, mitre,
table, reciprocating, and jig saws; planers; i \
and bench grinders; shears; nibblers; sanders aminate trim
and plate] neps

Other. pa’rtners include TVR Financial Ser
Cobra Group, The Westover Group, the |
Fisher.(The crest on the top of the bonf
Invincible= /
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TVR

1947: The TVR story begins with a young engineer, Trevor Wilkinson,
building himself a light alloy special based on an Alvis Firebird rolling
chassis.

1949: The first TVR chassis is designed and built, out of tubular steel as
they still are today. However, this one has a Ford sidevalve engine in the
front.

1956: By now TVRs are being sold in the U.S. with GRP bodywork and
Coventry Climax engines.

~1958:.The production of the Grantura is well and truly under way. By the
standards of the- d’c'i'v;"‘the Grantura is fast, agile and good-looking. Indeed
somethm??a TVR formul{has emerged: strong tubular steel chassis
covered in,good looking bodywerk and propelled by a strong engine to give

— -|mpressy per‘fornﬁy ce at \Q very P Sonable price.

4962 TVR s works | team comfletet in the endurance-races-at Sebring and Le
Mans f 1’

EEE e S 2 —— i
1963 /A ;ﬂ ne is reac ed with the lLtroductw of the first TVR
Grlffﬁ/th X ﬁEI .entgly a Gr\a\ntura wwth* modified chassis and a

e —— 1T ‘Ame can’\(&‘ nnet. Perforr ance\Q these cars is very much

der fhe b
in the AC_Cobra leagle, enough to sever embarrass the Jaguar\s and
Ferrari; of ):he day.

1966: The ownership of TVR is stabilised m the hands M artin 1lley
that day, 'I@R has only ever had two share‘ Qldek5 Over th t few

the company gradually grows with the Gr tur being replace y the Vi
and ‘the Griffith by the Tuscan V8. X

Avenue, although the

1970: f\?ﬁ‘moves to its current factory
has gro ‘n:é’normously over the last 30 y7

19\ 2 The M series is introduced whic

" hatchback, convertible and turboch gdd for. s,
British production turbocharged car afid quigket &
911 Turbo. \L\\ : '
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1980: The Tasmin is introduced with dramatically modern new body, new
chassis and a new engine. Power comes from the Ford 2.8 unit and there are
Coupé, Convertible and 2+2 models.

1982: TVR's current owner and chairman, Peter Wheeler, takes over and
almost immediately authorises development the first of the Rover V8
engined TVRs - the 350i.

1987: A new chapter in TVR's history is introduced with the birth of the S.
Although it looks superficially like the M Series, it is in fact an all-new car
and with its stunningly low price, it sees production almost double in a year.

1988: The ultimate evolution of the Tasmin is introduced - the 450 SEAC. It
produces a massive 324 bhp from a TVR modified 4500cc V8 engine and has
bodywork made out of Kevlar, shaving 300 lbs off an already light
B PN bwe'lght
1989: The ﬁ t race of the &xTVR Tuscan Challenge takes place at Donington
and is won )a Jeff Allarfi. The \f‘Q\nest one make sportscar series is still going
S0

B P strong t/day after f /9 rteeh\sea

T 992.~T he first-of the mode_f th% is delivered-to-its eager owner. So

successful was the Griffith that an or k\:s taken eve ight minutes on

_\(ﬁigtir Shaw and is immedigtely acc a led as a modern

w ] -

e s e 10 000 Of whic

=)
e~é/{;§?€\}maera o/es into p\b@ctien,/smce when more than

have-beenbuilt, making it the most- pppu ar TVR ever.

the Sp ed Eight engi
rat1 f any norma

gruelling testing in the Motorsport arena,
the (mg])est power and torque to weight
road engines for the road. |

6f de‘elopment %

1997: Q’VR’S second engine to be desig

gkes its production debut. The Speed}: ix[e gine beneflts fro
toréport technology but with its six/:

the tradltton of the best of the British S

ort ‘ca S|
1998: TVR'\S third engine makes its competiti
the GT1 class. The mighty Speed 12/is pawerec
litre V12, /

\

n debut as TV moy
oyFI'VR’s owy 8% ts\
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2000: Deliveries of the new Tuscan begin and it rapidly becomes TVR’s best
selling model. The Cerbera Speed 12 is also introduced with the racing
version scoring a maiden win at Silverstone in its very first season.

2001: The Tamora is introduced to bring a new level of accessibility to the
TVR range and enjoys a rapturous reception from the motoring press.

2002: A new generation of TVR coupés is shown at British International
Motor Show. The T350 as well as the T400R and T440R take TVR into a new
sector of the marketplace.

2003: TVR re-enters the international sporting arena with T400Rs being
campaigned at Sebring and Le Mans.

e —————

T e T S
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HUGE STEP FORWARD FOR LE MANS NEWBOYS

In a very encouraging first Le Mans qualifying session, the TVR T400Rs made
significant progress on their testing pace. After a lot of time spent testing
on British circuits and in the windtunnel, the cars are much quicker than
they were in May and informal study of the speedtrap information has shown
that the cars are going nearly twenty miles an hour faster. Already, Tim
Sugden has gone a huge thirteen seconds faster than the fastest testing time
and both cars are safely within the percentage limits to ensure that they
will be able to start the race on Saturday.

The number 91 car of Richard Stanton, Richard Hay and Rob Barff did not
have the greatest of luck, suffering from a puncture and an engine problem
_ wh;ch cut short its session. Indeed, Rob has not yet qualified and so has his

frorn no such conc@rr
anything like all the car’s.po

-uncture I c{:\me to a rest by the speed

jsh ls were kl_nd-enh%jixo\show me the
‘ous*p_Thg’ ost frustrating thing

bar at Les F - efes but had to stay with

The main_qualifying session is tonight Je |i
greater@s are on the cards for the twg THAODRs

IS0

For m{her information, please contact nidSa




